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for. myself. In respect to the officials of
the Medical and lealth Department, 1
think most of them endeavour to earry out
their work to the- beat of their ability.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [1116]: I am
surprised at the vemarks made by the
member for North-East Tremantle (M

Angwin). T wish to draw attention to the
wide disparity between the voluntary sub-
serviptions to the Perth and Fremantle pud-
lic hospitals, on the one hand, and the
country hospitals on the other. These two
hospitals at Perth aund Fremantle are et
supported by the citizens as they ought to
be, as eompared with hospitals in the coun-
try distriets. Something ought to be done
by the public to mere fully maintain the
Perth and Fremantls hospitals, instead of
our having these large and  increasing
grants on the Tstimates.

How, W. C. Angwin: The Fremantle peo-
ple have aubseribed over £3,000.

Mr. HARRISON: We have on the
Estimates these grants to the hospitals in
IPerth and Fremantle. We have 25 assisted
hospitals, yet those on the goldfields and
in coungry districts are almost solely wain-
tuined by publie subscription. Al that
they got on the Estimates is £8,000.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Take the Govern-
ment hospitals,

Mr. HARRISON: The money supplied
under this vote should geo inereasingly to
the country hospitals. To keep people in
conntry distriets, two things are supremely
neeesgary, namely, the provision of educa-
tional facilities, and secondly the pro-
vision of hospital or medieal facilities, The
State contributions to country  hospitals
ouvght to be far more Tiberal than at pre-
sent. I remember that the Ugly Men’s As-
sociation took up this poiut long ago. Such
i board would be a good thing for Western
Australia, and T trust something in  this
direction will be doue. T cndorsc the re-
marks made by other couniry members re-

garding the necd for bush nursing. I am
glal the Minister for Works recognises

the utility and suceess of motor ambulances.
It wag pleasing to hear the lcader of the
Opposition express the opinion that the
country districts should he beiter served
in the matter of medical attention. T am
surprised that the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Angwin) should put up a
case that the country districts——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Thay d¢ not com-
tribute a shilling. .

Mr. HARRISON: The country districts
are contributing all the time, for, as tax-
payers, the residents of the country have

to help to find the money for this vote.
Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [11.211: T
move—

That progress ba reportad.
Motion pot and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.] .

I’rogress reported.

House ediourned al 11.22 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm,, awd read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:
1, Mining Act Amendment,
2, State Children Act Amendment.
3, Midland Railway Company.
4, Supply Bill (Ne. 2).

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
MANJIMUP,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON apgked the Minister
for Education: 1, What area of land has
been surveyed and subdivided for settlement
in the (hstl,.*r of Manjimup? 2, How many
blocks have Heen made so avanl.lb]e9 3, How
many blocks have bheen sold or taken upt
4, How many blocks have heen forfeited?
a, How many blocks are now being worked?
6, What area in this distriet has been ring-
barked by the Governmenty 7, What has
been the cost of these activities?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The answer to this question will in-
volve the preparation of a return, which
the hon. memher can wmove for if he so de-
sires. :

BILL—POSTPONED DERTS.
Read a third time and passed.
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BILL—DROVING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

MESSAGE—WHEAT PRODUCTION,
PRICE GUARANTEE.
Message from the Assembly now con-
sidered requesting the concurrence of the
Council in the following resclution:—

That in the opinion of this House it is
in the best interests of Australia that a sum
of 8s. per busel at the various sidings
should be guaranteed to growers of wheat
by the Commonwealth Government for a
term of five yeara.

Hon. J. A, GREIG (South-East} [4.37] in
moving the adoption of the resolution said:
This motion was moved in the Assembly by
8ir Henry Lefroy, and as it is a private
motion I have been asked to take charge of
it in this House. The motion itself is ex-
plicit.  Every hon. member will realise its
significance. It may be said that the whole
thing is simply 2 pious hope, as it is only
a request to the Nederal Government, over
which woe have no control. T will admit
that such may be the ¢case, This question of
a guzrantee has been discussed in  the
Federal Parliament, and if both Houses of
Parliament in thiz State carry the motion
and it is forwarded to the Prime Minister
it will be, at any rate, an indication
that Western Australia is in favour of the
guarantee being given. Some may say it is
not right that a Government should take a

guarantee of this mature, For the past
four or five years the various Gov-
grnments, State and TFederal, have
guaranteed a certain  price for  wheat,

When the war broke out the whole of the
wheat was commandeered. That wheat has
since been purchased at a fixed price. Con-
sidering the deereasing acreage under wheat
in Australiz each succceding yecar, one is
forced to the conclusion that something
miust be done-to inecrease production. Every
section of the community realises that the
only way we can adjust our finances is by
increased production, Our own  State
finances are in n deplorable condition. We
have not been as fortunate as wome other
States in having war monecy spent in our
midst. However, the whole of the States
have gone back in wheat production. The
area sown for wheat in the Commonwealth
has decreased from 12 million odd acres in
1815 to eight million odd acres in 1919, or
o deerease of one-third, The figures for
this State have decreased just about pro-
portionately. There must be some reasons
for this deerease, One of them is that a
great number of our farmers went to the
war, and in consequence w¢ had not the
labour to put in and take off the erop. An-
other rcason is that the cost of everything
indispensable to farming has gome up, and
s0 made wheat growing wnprofitable, Until
September, 1019, the average price paid to
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the wheat growers of Australia over a
poried of four years was 3s, 8d. per bushel
at sidings. Although we had a gnarantec
of 4s. and, later on, of 4s. 9d., and now have
a guarantee of 5s. Gd., all that the farmers
actually received up to September, 1919,
was 3s. Sd. per bushel, and thal was paid in
dribs and drabs. The farmers of Australia
have been growing wheat out of patriotism
to their country. They realisad that wheat
was required, and did their best to grow as
much as they could.  Compare the Austra-
lian with the American grower. The Ameri-
can grower during the same period received
83. 7d. per bushel out of the 9s. 2d, guaran-
teed to him by his Government, Canada,
a British depsendency like Australia, became
very wealthy as the result of the enormous
prices the Canadian farmers got for their
wheat during war time,

Hon. J. Cornell: Some Canadians, but

not all. :
Houn. J. A, GREIG: Mr., Heover, the
food controller of Amcrica, has said the

world’s shortage of wheat is go great that
unless people stop sguabbling and get down
to production we shall be on the verge of a
world’s famine within 12 months.  There
i3 no one who should know more about the
position than 3Alr. HMoeover. I think the
Federal Government and the general tax-
payer woull be running no risk if thiy
gave this guarantee of 5s. a hushel for
wheat for five years, TFrom the point of
view of statesmanship the Federal Govern-
ment would be justified in offering a guar-
antee to increase the production of wheat.

Hon. J. Dufiell: Do yon think existing
conditions will last for five ycars?

Hon. J. A. GREIG: It is hard to say
how long they will last. Tt iz 12 months
gince the Armistice was signed and yet the
cost of commodities has not ¢ome down; in
faet the price is ever increasing; and it
scems to me that the whole world is form-
ing into combinations in order to keep
prices up. The price of things in every
part of the world is abmormal and wages
have gone up everywhere, and I do mnot
think it is possible for anycne to grow
whent for less than 5s. a bushel for five
vears to ecome. If T were a willionaire, T
would be prepared to buy at 53 a bushel
all the wheat grown in- Australia during
the next five years.

Hon, JJ, W, Kirwan:
need for a guarantee?

Hon. J. A. GREIG: There are many peo-
ple who are not cxpericuced in wheat grow-
ing, and ‘have not as much knowledge of
the world in general as many other jpeople
have, There are some farmers whe do not
read the newspapers and know nothing of
what is going on, and this gnarantee will,
thercefore, inspire them with confidence to
nursue their task of producing wheat. They
would be nssured of 5s. a hbushel for the
next five years. They would then he en-
abled to make contracts for the further
elearing of their holdings, and be able to

Then what is the
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increase their machinery and plant to meet
the necessities arising from an increased
production. The guarantee would show that
the Gevernment of the country réalised the
necessity for production. It may be argued
that it the wheat does not realise within 1a.
ot 25, o bushel of the guarantee the general
taxpayer will have to foot the bill. That
would be the case.  The general taxpayer
would have to make good some portion of
what is represented in this guarantee. The
public through having backed the guarantee
for the last four vears has benefited aa much
by it as the farmer., If the Governmeut can
give this guarantee for another five years
the consumer will alse benzfit to some ex-
teut.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw:
poultry farmer?

Hon, J. A, GREIG: The Honerary Min-
ister said that the wheat hoard are selling
wheat in this State to local millers at 8s.
3d. per bushel for flour for export to Java,
and the Malay States.

Hon, J. Cornell: That is the fowi feed.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: The same wheat is
being sold to the same millars to be gristed
into flonr for local comsumption at 5s. 6d.
per buashel.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: If they were not a
monopoly they could neot do it.

Hon. J. A, GREIG: Probably not. If
anyone is being penalised in respeet to the
price the consumer has to pay for his bread,
it is the wheat grower.

Hon. J. Cornell: He gets a little of the
8s. 3d.

Hon, J. A, GREIG: The grower geta
8s. 3d. for the wheat that ia seld for
turning into flonr fer export. The
people of this country would have to
buy that wheat on import rates if the
Pool dealt with the matter on strietly busi-
ness lines, and wished to penalise the peo-
ple. It is realised that the taxpayer took
a certain amount of risk when the Govern-
ment agreed to give 4s. as a guarantee in
the first case and later on 4s. 8d.

Hon, J. Duffell: A loaf iz as dear in
Western Australia as it is in any other part
of the Commonwealth,

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Flour that is sold for
export to forcign countries has realised as
high a price as 10s. a bushel on the wheat
value. The guarantee that is suggested in
the meotion will inspire confidence mot ounly
in the grower but in the merchant and the
finanecial institutions of the State,

HMon, J. J. Holmes: What will the Price
Pixing Bill dot

Hon. J. A, GREIG: These merchants and
finaneial institutions will assist the farmer
to make good. If they do make good every
other seetion of the community will also be
doing well, When the farmers are prosper-
ons all other sections of the people are also
[rosperous,

Hon. A, T, H. Saw: Exeept the pig man.-

What abeut the
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~Hon. J. A, GREIG: As production is 80

essential, the Government and the people
should take this risk of pguaranteeing 5s. a
bushel. The ounly risk they take is as to the
price, whereas the farmer has to risk bad
geasons, too much or too little raim, hail-
storms, rabbits, rust, septoria, takeall, die-
back, bush fires, and other things which come
along.

Hon. J, Duftell:
with the guarantee.

Hen. J. A, GREIG: The taxpayer and
the Government will only have to guarantee
on the wheat that is produced, when it is
bagged and arrives at the siding, The grower
takes all other risks and does the work. Wheat-
growing should be one of the chief aims of
the State for the next few years. Wc must
elear our land and grow wheat bhefore the
land will grow grass. Many hon. members re-
cently saw some of the finest wheat-growing
country in Australia, and noticed that in its
virgin state it would mot grow enough grass
to feed a sheep to 50 acres. If this guaran-
tec of 51, were given by the Government, in-
side five years T am of opinion that Western
Australia will be prodocing 40,000,000
bushels of wheat per annum. Previous to the
war we very nearly reached the 20,000,000
hushel mark. Professor Lowrie once said that
wg had 28,000,000 acres of wheat-growing
land in the wheat-growing rainfall area, and
went on to say that, even allowing that half
of this land was not snitable for wheat grow-
ing, there was no reason why we should not
produce on the remaining portion an average
of 10 bushels to the aere, or 140,000,000
pushels in all. He predicted that we should
be growing 20,000,000 bushely inside 20
years, but we very nearly reached that in-
side 10 years. The policy of past Govern-
ments in Australia has been to protect every
sccondary industry, but the primary indus-
trics of Australia have never had any pro-
tection.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Would the hon.
member guarantee all primary industries?

Hon., J, A. GREIG: T would, The wealth
of any nation is estimated upon the value of
its primary production. If the Government
desire to assist secondary industries they
have as much right to assiat primary indus-
tries. T am a free-trader. When the Govern-
ment assist secondary industries and negleet
the primary industries they set up a barrier
againat the primary industries of such mag-
nitude that it is necessary for people like
myeelf to come to this House and ask that
the Government should give this gunarantee
of 5s. a bushel. If the Federal Government
will wipe out all duties on everything, the
farmer will not require this guarantee, for
he knows that he can then grow wheat at less
than 5s. a bushel and make a profit. This is
a simple question that has heen submitted to
hon, members. Sceing that wheat has so
often been discussed in this House during
the last few woeks, I do not intend to dilate
any further on this subject. T commend the

It is not o bad business

.motion to the attention of hon. members.
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Hon, J. CORNELL (South) {457]: I do
not regard the motion as a burlesque or any-
thing like that. 1 view it {rom 2a serious
aspeet.  The promulgators of this motion did
not go so far as I would have gone. I am
not only prepared to stand on the side of the
primary preducer and to extend the consid-
cration to him T think he deserves, but T am
nlso prepareldl to extend the same considera-
tion to those engaged in the secoudary indus-
tries, 1 mean the great masses of the people
ol the State. Our well being is not altogether
wrapped up in primary production; it is in-
timately eonnected also with the whole com-
wwnity which eomprises our State. The posi-
tion we lave to consider here is first of all
that, owing to the altered conditions conse-
quent upon the war, we have to ask ourscives
how lomg this state of affairs will continue,
el what will be the nitimate disparity be-
tween the conditions of the future and those
which prevailed before the war. I bhelieve
that before the conditions wnder which we
live, and the prices that ave asked for neces-
sary commodities, go back to anything like
normal, conditions will yet be worse
and prices will be highev. T may be a
Job's comfovter. It appears to me, after
looking things fairly and squarely in the
face and taking the happeniugs in the world
in general into consideration, that it is the
future for which we must prepare. I now
eome to the seeond aspect of the question.
What s a fair and reasonable price to guar-
antee the farmer for his product? After
making a mental comparison hetween the
pre-war conditions, and those whieh are
likely to exist two or three years hence, T
say that 5s. a bushel is not too great a
price to guarantee or too great a burden
for the people of the State to take up.
I for one will be perfectly content if in
five years’ time we ean procure onr daily
loaf at the prieec we are payving to-day. I
am not one of those who think that things
will right themselves. They are not going
to rieht themselves, We owe a lot to
the farmer who is pioneering the eountry
and suffering more disadvantages than any
other section of the ecommunity. We have
the right to say to him, come out and open
the country, and the obligation then is om
the Parliament and the people to say that
his outlook is made as reasonable as pos-
gible. The guarantee suggested iz not too
mueh. We as a eollective community must
guarantee the farmer, and we may also have
to guarauntee other industries besides agri-
culture. Mr. Greig advauced sowme very good
arguments, and then immediately knocked
them down. IHe quoted some views enunci-
ated by Mr. Hoover, but those views can
only mean that if the farmers of the coun-
try will rally together and do the right
thing in the way of produnetion, there will
he no need whatever for a guarantee. [
agree with Mr. Greig when be states that
the farming community, although perheps

crude in their political methods, and crude
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people we lave amongst us, and I trust
they will not beecome contaminated +with
the politieal whisperer who is abroad to-
day, [f Parliament lays down in & motion
that it is of the opinion that the Federal
Parliament, in conjunction with the State
Parliament, shonld guarantee 5s. per bughel
to the farmer, T believe it will give that
added impetus whieh is so necessary, and
which will be required in the immediate
future. T do not heligve that the success
of this State hangs entirely upon the
wining industry. It depends upon the
success of the agrieultural, the horticul-
tural and other related industries. No
nation has been truly great unless it has
been backed up by those industries, und if
this Statec does not possess what it is said
to possess in the direetiong T have men-
fioned, it i not going to be as successful as
it is anticipated it will be. The motion
will perhaps give some encouragement to
those on the land to produce more wheat,
It may also induee others to go on the
land, and that is the reason why I intend
to support it. The guarantee is not all
that is mnecessary for the farmers and
pioncers who are opening up the agricul-
tural areas of the State. I repeat that no
section of the community is working under
similar disabilities as the people who are
in the agricultural centres. That remark
alsa applies to the childrem, and again for
those reasons [ intend to support the
mation. Mr. Greig mentioned that for a
period extending over four years the wheat
farmer of this State had only reeceived a
fiat rate of 3s. 8d, per bushel for his wheat
at the siding, as against 8s. 7d. received
by the American grower, But a comparison
caunot bHe made if we look fairly aund
squarely at the conditions. Mr, Greig must
also admit that if it had not been for the
intervention of the Federal and State Gov-
ernments, and the formation of the first
pool and the continuing pools the farmer
wonld not have averaged 2s. a hushel for
his wheat. Taking everything into con-
sideration T bhelieve the farmer has reeeived
the best price thaf it wnas possible for him
to get under the circumstances, and that
hv no other method could he have received
a satisfactory price. T am not going to
stress the Amcriean question because there
is no analogy between our little Common-
wealth and America. In America they
have ships innumerable, and they are four
or five days distant from big ports, whereas
our position is just the opposite. We have
few ships, and we are as many weeks as
they are days from our markets. However,
that has mnothing to Ao with the motion,
The motion is that we should deal with the
future in the light of the experience of
the past. That brings me to the point
raised hy way of interjection by Mr.
Duffell, Docs he think that the cxisting
conditions are going to last for another
five vears? T have already indicated that

in their idcas, are about the most honestT will be satisfied to get my loaf in five
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years® time for what T am paying to-lay,
I ask this House whether it is rensonuble
to assumme that we are going to return to
pre-war  eanditions in five ycars’ fime §
Would the position then be on a deelining
sénle us it wia, in the early days of the
war, on an inelining seale? Tt has been
snid, that soppose wheat were to fall to 2s,
per hushel, the general ecommmnity would
have to carey the risk.  Admittedly they
would, but ou the other land we have to
assume that if it should drop to that price,
no onr would attempt to grow it. The
farmor way bhe unsophisticated but he is
not lumatic cunough to attempt to grow
wheat if the priee is only 2s, per bushel,
espeeinlly after having grown it unsuceess-
fulty at 2s. 6d. per bushel in pnormal times,
T do wot desire to saxy anything further
exeept to give the motien wmy hearty
aceord. I haope it will be passed, and
that it will rveceive the fullest considern-
tion at the hands of those to whom
it i¢ intended to submit it

Won, J. DUFFELL (Mctropolitan-Subur-
ban) [5.101: T realise that this is another
of thnse pions resolutions whiech Parliament
time and again is called upon teo take into
consideration and as far as posgsible earry
into effect. T desire to say at the eommenrce-
ment that in considering a resolution of this
nature we are asking  the Commonwealth
Government to do something of a doubtfal
business character. We have to consider the
guestion from various standpointa. T would
call the attention of lon. members to ihe
fact that we first of ali have te considor
the price of 1and for wheat growing in West-
ern Australia as compared with the price of
land for wheat growing in other parts of
the Commonwealth. We have also to take
into eonsideration the advantages we have in
Western Ansirabia Sfor growing  wheat  as
ecompared with the eonditions which exist in
other parts of the Commoanwealth. Tt is gen-
erally adwmitfed that we in Western Anstralia
have one of the most even climates, taking
it all the vear rovnd. in any part of Austra-
lin. The oceasions have heen very rare
when we have had to record a crop below
the averace as a resnlt of a dronght. Those
things heing taken  into congideration we
have next to ronsider what wonld he the
effert of o resolution of this nature, if car-
med by the Western Aunatralinn Parliament,
on the Parliaments of the nther States. They
too wonld have to he taken into econwsidera-
tion, and it Western Australia is going o
be guaranteed s, a1 bushel for its wheat
what wouold they cxpect? They are jusfly
entitled to the same consideration. but thev
wonld base their elaim on the Aifferent eon-
ditions prevailing, and nnder  which  thev
were produeing their wheat, Then we have
to consider that this proposition is lannehal
at & time when the world’s markets ave verv

unsettled. I' ean say from personal
experience  that  much  doubt attends
the dealing in many arvticles of mer-
chandise at the present time, owing to

“to one scetion of the eommunity.
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the  exeitement  prevailing  and  the
gambling going on not only in the countries
of origin but in the conntries of distribu-
tion. We have, thevefore to lock still fur-
ther afield. When the geeat war from whieh
we have just emerged was launched, one of
the fivst things Germany endeavoured to
achieve waa to block the Dardanclles by mak-
ing an alliance with Turkey. The ohjeet
was to prevent the wheat stored in Russia
being made available to the Western nations
and the munitions of war, manufactured in
the West, from finding their way into Rus-
sia and 8o helping that cowntry to win
through., We know full well what that
achievement meant to Cermany. Russia, the
Argentine and Canada are great wheat pro-
dueing countries, and we have Leen told that
in Great Britain cnormous areas which, he-
fore the war, were not cunltivated are now
being utilised for wheat growing. We have
to take into aceount the probable offect of
all this wheat production during the next
five years. Suppose Canada, the Argentine
and other cowntrics rcaped maguifieent har-
vests and we were compelled to exact n fixed
price the result would be Qisastrous to the
wheat growing industry of Anstralia which
at present iz handicapped owing to its dis-
tance from the markets of the world in eom-
parison with competing counirics. What
would he the effect of the greater freight
payable from Awstralin on top of & guarau-
tee of 5s. per bushel? The futnre is so uu-
eertain that this is mot a reasonable request
for the Government to make to the Common-
wealth. During the last three years, we
have had a policy of Governmment guarantec
to the wheat producer. It has not been for
5s. a bushel or anything like %s. a bushel.
Much talk has been indulged in in this
Chamber during the last fortnight con-
cerning a guarantee of 4ds. 4d. a Dbushel
and its  effeet on  primary production,
If  this proposal is carmed out, what
will be the effect on the general community
ns regards the cost of food? It behoves

the House to hesitate before coencurring
in a vesclution of this nature. 1f the
community have Theen labouring under

disadvantages owing to the high cost of the
necessaries of life due to the price of wheat
heing gnaranteed at 4s. 43, a bushel we, in-
stead of concurring in a resolution like this,
should apply ourselves to the Bill for regu-
Inting the price of foodstuffs. T believe in
onconraging to as yrenl an extent ss possible
the primary industries of the State. Tn the
yrimary products of Western Australia lies
our greatest opporturnity to win through and
oventually pay off our debts, but this cannnt
Iie hoped for if we guarantee a price of 3s.
i bnshel for wheat. What we want is a
muarantee of greater produetion and greater
euergy on the part of preducers. Tt is quite
t-ue there are farmers among mcmbers of
Parliament and we have seen their attempts
(o pass legistation whieh would advauce their
intercsta to the greatest extent, Tt puzales
me to knew why this motion was confined
There is
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more than one primary product raised in this

tate, and surely the people engaged in other
primary industries are just as much entitled
to a guaranteed price for a like period. I
hope the House will not coneur in the resolu-
tion, notwithstanding the fact that it was

carried by a large majority in another place.’

Tt ia not a fair business risk and it is a pro-
posal which requires more consideration than
it received from another place or than has
been accorded it in this Chamber before it is
sent on to the Commonwealth as a recommen-
dation by the Government of this State.

On motion by Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.

Message from the Assembly rveceived and
reand notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Coupeil.

BILL—PRICES REGULATION.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan)
[5.24]: Tt is naturally with some diffidence
that I risc to intervene in this discussion at
80 carly a stage of my Parliamentary career.
As [ feel impelled to oppose the RBill, an
obligation is cast upon me to offer some ex-
planation of my attitnde. I regard this
Bill as quite unnccessary, as a measure in-
capable of achieving any result in the diree-
tion of redueing prices, and as a measure
which will involve considerable cost which
we cannot afford in the present parlous state
ef our finanees. It seems to me to be purely
o piece of political camounflage capable of
doing no good whatever, In order to jus-
tify that position, I may well eall in the
aid of thoss members who already have ad-
dressed themselves to this subject. I have
not been able to read the reports of the
whale of the debates, but T have perused
what I could in the short time at my dis-
posal since T returned to the State. Taking
first the Minister for Tdueation, he is @
gentleman T have known for many years; he,
as members have learned by experience, has
a reasoning and logieal mind. Some years
ago he deait with a2 Bill of a very similar
nature. He reasoned it out and showed the
utter folly of putting such a measure upon
the statute-book. Ile was then practieally
the counsel for the plaintiff, He had a frec
hand and an open mind and formed an un-
hiagsad judgment. To-day le is in a2 some-
what different position. e is rather the
advoeate for the defendant and he has had
to twist his faets and argumenta in order
to meet the sitvation and justify himself
with his clients—his eollecngues in the Gov-
ernment.

Hon, J. Duffell:

twisting.
Hon. A, LOVERIN: I can think of no
better term to exnress it. FEven taking the

attitude of the Minister to-day, he clearly

You must not call it
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demonstrates that this Bill is not warranted.
He says the high prices must continue so
long as there is a shortage of supplies. That
i3 quite true, This Bill will not alter that.
A shortage of supplies is governing the pre-
sent high prices and this Bill is not calen-
lated in any way to get rid of the existing
seareity. The Minister says the high prices
muzt eontinue so long as this shortage ex-
ists, [ agree with him in thot. He says the
chicf eanse of the shortage is the destrue-
tion of production. That also is true. He
says the high prices arc also due to the in-
flation of credit. That is true. Not a word
does he say in the whole course of his
speceh to demonstrate that undue profits are
being made in this State. Then the Min-
ister summed wp his remarks by saying that
the objeet of the Bill is not to decrease the
cost of living or lower prices, but for pub-
licity purposes; in other words, for camou-
flage in order to remove a lot of false jm-
preszgions from the public mind. If that is
what it is for, this Bill certainly is not
neeessary. Ie says in effect, almost in so
many words, that he does not sugpest there
is anything radically wrong, but the Bill is
brought forward hecause people are less
likely to do wrong if there is fear of pub-
licity, It seems to me that that is not a
sound reagen for passing a mensure of this
kingl, which certainly is going to he very
irksome to the people upon whom it is im-
posed, [ did not hear the speech which Mr.
Panton delivered on this Bill, but T read it;
and I regard it as a very informative utter-
ance. If there is any member who ought to
support a price-fixing measure, it is Mr.
Panton. But he belteves that this Bill is
not justified. He says, ‘I am afraid it
wiil have little or no effect.’’ I quite agree
with Mr. Panton. He goes on to show why,
and he gives a very sound reasom, too. Hea
says that the factories which make the goods
are not here, and that therefore the prices
which, by this RBill, we propose to centrol,
are not made here but are made elsewhere,
and wo can exercise no control over them. He
gays further that, sn far as Western Aus-
tralia is concerned, the Bill will deal chiefly
with retailers, who, he considers, have very
little opportunity to do any profitcering. I
also agres with that as a faet. 1 have just
returnad from the Eastern States, and I
found that in Sydney and Adelaide, where
price-fixing Commissions exist, prices are,
notwithstanding, quite as high as they arve
here, Therefore, if prices eannot be reduced
where the goods are mannfactured, and
where there can be some investigation as to
whether the wmanufacturers are charging
toe mucl, liow mich less c¢an we do
any good in this State, where we arc simply
importers of the goods and have no-
thing shatever to do with their manufae-
tore? 1 do not want to detain hon, mem-
hers by traversing many of the specches,
theugh T eonld Ao so. FEaech one of them
that I have read supplies arguments against

the passage of the Bill. Sir Edward Wit
tenoom said that there wis no profiteering,
but that the Bill would be useful to show
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that there was not any, I have yet to learn
that it is o good thing to pass legislation
in order fo prove negatives. Another hon.
member said that the measure would oper-
ate as a sort of policeman. That may be so,
but T suggest that we ean get police, if we
want them, at much less cost than the ad-
minigtration of this Bill will involve. The
meagure proposes to ingtal three Thigh
salaried commissioners, besides depart-
mental paraphernalia. I have had a pretty
long experiecnce of this State, and it
shows me that once a department is
established here, it dies very hard, and takes
a long time to get rid of. If we appoint
three gentlemen as Commissioners—and we
shall have to pay them salaries of £800 or
£000 a year if they are to be any good—and
if we appoint a couple of asscssors and
also o staff of clerks, there will be great
difficelty in getting rid of that establish-
ment. To show the utter insincerity of the
business, I need only mention that the laat
clause of the Bill provides that the meas-
ure is te remain in force for only about a
year, The Minister for Edunecation and Mr,
Sanderson and Mr. Panton have each
of them given the true rTeason why
the Bill can have no effect. They
all say that the prices of the goods
are not made here and that there
are no factories here, and that our re-
tailers are in strong competition with one
another and therefore cannot profiteer. I
think I have shown so far that the Bill is
unnecessary, except as a means of fooling
the people into a2 sense of false security as
to future prices of commeodities. I want to
ask hon. members whether the cost which
this measure will invelve i3 justifiable in
the present state of our finances, and in
view of the return we shall get from it
by way of reduced prices§ The proposal
is to create a large new department
whilst a mere handful of ecivil ser-
vants in receipt of from £200 to £300 a year
are refused a few pounds extra-—the total
annual ackt, I am informed, being from
£1,600 to £1,800-—which would enable them
to dress decently and live with reasonable
comfort in their positions in life. I see noth-
mng whatever to warrant the expenditure on
this measure., Undonbtedly prices are high,

and those prices are due largely to causes.

whieh have already ben stated here by hon.

members. To restore normality is a world
problem, TPrices all over the world to-day
aro high, It seems to me that, instead of

endeavouring to improve things by a meas-
ure of this kind, we should endeavour to see
how we can overcome the existing scareity,
which ia the real cause of high prices. Let us
get down te fundamentals,  We may for a
time artificially interfere with natural laws,
but we cannot continue that interferenca for
long. The natural law of supply and de-
mand operates, and there is only one method
of meeting it. The present scarcity is due
to wastage arising from the war. That
pearcity must be removed, How are we to

remove it? Only by increased production.
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Everybody talks increased production to-day,
but the wider guestion is, how are we to in-
creage production? Now, production is the
result of the combination of two elements.
There is the labour factor, and there is the
congerved labour factor generally known as
capital, It i3 these two wlements which
must be eombined in order that we may get
greater production. Now, instead of wast-
ing our time, as it seems to me we are do-
ing, in discussing a Bill of this nature, let us
set to work to sce how best we can bring
about a combination of the fwo clements
which tend towards production. How can we
harmonise labour and c¢apital? In my opinion
the first thing to do is te get out of our
minds any idea that we are living in anti-

guity, Let us realise that we are liv-
g in a mnew era, in an era when
the worker will not be satisfied with

what he has been getting in the past, will
‘not be satisfied with anything less than a
fair share of the results of his labour, We
have to get into our minds that we are living
in 1919 and not in 1819. I suggest that we
should endeavour to bring about a confer-
ence between eapital and labour. I myaelf
have been trying to bring about such & con-
ference with a view to harmonising the
worker and the employer. I1f we can do that
woe shall have done much good.

The PRESIDENT: Is the hon. member
dealing with the Bill?

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: T am offering these
observations, Sir, to show that by harmon-
ising capital and labour we shall get greater
production and consequently lower prices
withont this Bill, T think that is a reason-
‘able argwnent.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member may
proceed, as long as he connects his argu-
ments with the Bill. )

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: 1 feel somewhat ner-
vous in addresging the Chamber for the first
time, and perbaps I may be a little diseur-
give, What I want to suggest is, in the
words of S8ir Samuel Griffith, whe pub-
lished & paper on this subject a little while
ago, that the days of mastery have gone
and- that we have reached the time when
fraternity must take its place. If we realise
that, we shall be able to consolidate the
worker and the capitalist, and in that way
obtain increased produetion, With increased
production we shall begin to get back to
our pre-war reserves, and with in-
ereased reserves we ghall have supply in
excess of demand, and then prices will
naturally decrease. I think that is the way
in which we onght to try to bring about re-
duetion of prices, and not by such methods
as the Bill proposes. There is just one other
point I wonid like to make. One hon, mem-
ber said that we must pass this measure,
as its rejection here would mean another
nail in the coffin of the Upper Houge. To
that I reply that if this Houss shows weak-
ness by passing a Bill which will prove
costly to the State, and yet of no
avail, the people will say, ‘“What is ths
use of the Upper Honse$ It doea not help
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us at all. It is useless; therefore let us
sweep it away.’”’ But if this House is a
strong Houge, and boldly says, ‘'Here
is a Bill brought before us involving heavy
cost at a time when the greatest ecomomy
ought to be exercised, a Bill which caunot
prove effective, and which therefore we will
not pass,’’ the people will have confidence
in this Chamber and regard it as a bulwark,
aud will rally to maintain it. There is po-
thing whatever to be gained by weakness.
Everything is to be gained by strength and
fearlessnass.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [5.45]: I have
no intention of delaying the House by
quoting statistics or the reports of various
Royal Commissions, Tederal and State,
which bave inquired into the question of
price-fixing; because, like Mr. Panton, Mr.
Holmes, and the previous speakers, I have
very little faith in such a measure of &
local nature. Profiteering, or a percentage
of profit higher than should be carned on
capital, may be found in some cascs ontside
the limits of the State, but I venture to
puggoest that in few cases, if any, will it be
found within the State. In order to rogu-
Jate profits within the limits of the Btate,
such a measure as this before us should
have power which this Parliament cannot
grant. Instances could be quoted of branch
establishments in Western Australia, and
in  Australia, whieh are conducted on
account of the head offices, some of whieh
are in the Malay States and some on the
eontinent A Bill such as this shonld only
regulate the pereentage of profit that can
be charged on the invoices received by the
hranch houses, the landed cost. But that
landed cost will be so regulated that the
head office or the manufacturer will inveice
at snch a rate ps to make provision for the
profit in the first instance, even assuming
n verv small percentage of profit on the
landed cost. It would be easy to instance
many such eases. We have in thig State
braneh offices of Birmingham firms and
firms operating on the continent and over-
sens. The Bill is of necessity restricted to
regulating the pereentage of profit invoiced
to those braneh houses. The profit made
on the manufactured article or the raw
product, or on the goods shipped here,
would@ be made in the first instance by the
manufactnrer. In large businesses earried
on here the schednle rate is represented by
deductione by way of commissions or per-
centages, Tt would be easy indeed for those
percentages to be regulated by an altera-
tion in the schedule of rates, so as to per-
mit of the firm with branch houses here
adding a profit in accordance with the
Bill, but at the same time defeating its
objeot T propose to deal only with the
one industry which I profess to know some-
thing about. I do not say that, because in
my partictlar industey no profiteering ex-
Izts, thercfore mo profiteering exists in any
-other industry; because we have instances
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in this State—I am willing to admit they
are isolated—where we have seen ceriain
praducts cornered to the detriment of the
people.

Hon. .J. Duffell:
industry$

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The shipping industry
is not controlled in this State. The offices
here are simply bravch offices, and the Bill
will have nothing to do with the regulation
of freights and fares,

Hon, J. Duffell: Not on the coast?

Hen, R. J. LYNN: Nu, it is a Common-
wealth matter. A price-fixing Bill should
be for the Tmperial Government and not for
Western Australia or even Australia; be-
cause we should then get to the erux of the
trouble, the root of the evil respecting the
eost of the raw materizl. I{ eould then be
traced from the raw material right through
to the manufacturer, and thence on to the
wholesaler and to the retailer. If that were
possible some good could be done, and in
addition some of the evils that exist to-day
would be redressed. T take up the position
that it is not a fair thing to see—it exists
in other countries to-day—wealth and afflu-
cnee on the one hand and poverty and
degradation on the other., There should he
some levelling-up system that would allevi-
ate the ovils which exist in large populous
centres. A measure like this will not have
the dcsired cffect. T suppert the Bill, not
becanse T think for a moment Lhat it will
have the desired effect, but becanse I am
anxions that the Government shoald have
an opportunity to delve into certain gues-
tions whieh have been before the pnblie
Tor same considerable time.  Accusations have
EBeen freely made, and T belicve in some cases
with a certnin degree of truth, that profiteer-
in'r does cxist in some lines in this State.
If that be so and if the charge has been
Iaid, the expense to the State will not be
to grent that we cannot afford to pay it in
ovder to see whether there is anything in
the charge. T can only speak for ome in-
dustry, one which cxpends bundreds of
thousands of pounds per annum in wages,
gnd in which little or no profit or dividend
ever gets into the hands of the investor or
those respongible for the conduet of the
business. T am inclined to think we have
tn this State as much profiteering in some
circles as, on the other hand, is practised
by the merchant who attempts to corner
goods. We have engaged in some indus-
tries men averaging from 20s. to 25s, per
day and living wnder infinitely better con-
ditions than some of their comrades in tha
nietropolitan area on 9s. or 10s. per day.
[ am anxious to know whether in such
cases, if they do exist, the men concerned
arc not profiteering as against their own
community of interests in other parts of
the State. If it can be shown that it is so,
and others are called upon to pay a higher
rate for the commodities hecause of the
increased cost of produetion which has-been
brought about owing to those . ¢cireym-

What about the shipping
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stances, I think the Bill may poessibly delve
into some of those matters with informa-
tive results.

. Hon. J. Cornell: The only possible charge
of profiteering which c¢an be brought
against the worker is that he does not earn
what he gots.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: I am only anxious
that an opportunity should be giveu the
Government to investigate seme of those
matters which have for a considerable time
past exercised the minds 2f the public. Ta
read the Press reports is 1o come to the
eonelusion that only one subject is being
discusged in the election canpaign to-day.
JHon, J. Cormeli: Tt has taken the place
of the EKaiser.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: It isg a pity the
Kniser is not here, if ouly to furnish an
additional subject of controversy. ' T think
some amendment should be made to Clanse
15. The owners of propristacy Hnes are en-
titled to some consideration respeeting
price-fixing. If the commissicrers can re-
gulate the maximum price ut which a com-
modity may be sold, then the proprietary
lines should be protected to the extent that
no one should bhe permitted to cut those
lines to such a degree as to practically wipe
them off the market. Some nf the proprie-
tary lines in Perth are being sold below
cost, and that not by people directly in-
terested in that particular class of business,
but by people who are merely using the
proprictary line as a draw line in eonjnne-
tion with another class of business, so as to
create in the purchaser the Yelief that all
other commoditiea in the shop or store are
Leing sold at the same ratio of profit. The
commissioners at the request of the owner
of proprictary lines shonld have power to
regulate a minimum price for his lines; in
other words, that man should be protected
by a minimum just as the eonsnmer is to he
protected by a maximum. Anoiler objec-
tionable provision is that coutdined ino
Clause 17, which provides that the commis-
gioners may ascertain and state in their re-
pott the percentage of profit made during
any specific period by any trnder on the
amount. of eapital, incliling borrowed
money, employed by the trader in such
business. It means that the commissioners
will not only be empowered to fix the price
at which a commodity shall be sold, but
shall be empowered to publish hroadeast
the percentage of profit whieh a trader is
working on, together with the amount of
money borrowed by him. That iz going too
far. The commissioners shonid bc content
to fix prices, and should not be cmpowered
to publish the exact percentage of profit on
which a trader may be working. That,
clange might well ke eliminafed. T fail to
sce why these particulars should he pub-
lished. The Bill is intendszd te regulate
prices, not to give all information to the
public as to the conduct of any firmi's
business, When this Bill reaches the Com-
mittee stage: I proposc to ask hen. memlers
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to delete this, because I saunnot see what
object the Government have in view in
placing sueh a clause in the Bill. If the
measure becomes law no ome ean sell at
any price other than that regulated. by the
commigsioners. AN that the Bill provides
for is te regulate prices, and not to disclose
the percentage of profit or the Dbusiness
which any man is operating. 1f the amount
of money on which people are trading were
made public there would not, in nwmnerous in-
atances, be many of us trading to-morrow.
We have a State capable of great things
and huge development, and it is essential
that we should not be restricted or limited
in our operations by hindranees of this
nature. It is neeessary for the develop-
ment of thiz State that money should be in-
vested in it, in ovder to quicken progress
and enhance the prosperity of lhe State.
Let onr nperations, thercfore, be free so
long as the public are not. as it is stated,
taken down as a result of rthe profit that is
derived from those operations, There is
no necessity for any reference to be made
in publications respecting the opeiations of
any firm unless the public require a mea-
sure for the fixing of the price of goods.
Let the commisasioners regulate the percent-
zyc of profits that they conzider necessary,
although I contend that they will not be in
a position to flx even a reascnable per-
centage of profit which will apply to all
seetions of traders,

Hon, T. Cornell: If there is nothing that
the public object to, why should they not
know?

Hon., B. J. LYNN: Why should the pub-
lic be mmafe aware of all the transaetions
of a business from the financia! point of
view, if this is a2 DPrices Regunlation Rili?
If it is a Prices Disclosures Bill then let
the public know everything. T do
uot see that it ean have mueh effeet
in this State, Tf the commissioners were
ealled  npon to deal with Tones’ jams
for instance, they might decide that the per-
centage of profit to be made should be eight,
nine, or ten. per cent. There would then be
one city honse at one end of the street turn-

_ing  their eapital over tcn times, and an-

other house at the other end of the street
only tnrning it over omee. Even under a
price-fixing measure, we shall have a higher
pereentage of profits gained by the retailer
than he wovld perhavs lave made if there
had beer ne Tl at all, The leader of the
House admitted that it was a Bill of a
camouflace nature, and I do not think he has
mueh faith in itself himself,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Ts that why you are
supporting it?

Hon. R, J. LYNN: No. I am snpport-
ing it beeanse T helieve there are instances
in Westarn. Asustralia of profiteering having
oceurred, T am anxious to give these people.
who make such a charge. an opportunity of
proving it, Tf thia ‘Bill becomes law some
of those persons who were interested in pro-

fiteering some - few wonthy ago niay so ar.

range their business in the future as to kepp



<1518

themselves remote from any possible charge
- of profiteering,

Hon. A, Lovekin: Are you referring to
illegal combines?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I am opposed to any
¢ombination of persons whose objeet ia to in-
flate prices. 1 am also opposed to any
profit that is in excess of a reasonahle one
at a time like the present. I will support the
second reading of the Rill, but in Commit-
tee will move in the direction I have indi-
eated.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY (Central) [G.5]: I
support the Bill aven though it makes a be-
lated appearance. I do not agree with some
hon. members who state that they Dave not
muegh faith in the influence that this Bill
will have upon our commercial world. If the
Act dealing with the control of trade in
war time were still in operation it would
have some restraining influence on profiteer-
ing In this State. I agrée with Mr. Lynn
that this is not altogether a question for
Western Awustralia to deal with, and that it
is one for the Federal Government to tackle
in eo-operation with the States. The Fed-
eral Government should in turn co-operate
with the Home anthorities. This is a far
reaching question, and one that is agitating
the minds of peopls in all countries.  The
first shot in o war is usually the sigmal for
commercial brigands to become busy, and as
a rule they do this very successfully. Dur-
ing this last great war they uphcld their
traditiong and did so remarkably well.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: Yon are referring to
the strikers.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: The hon. member
seems to think of nothing else but strikera.
I suppose he is not referring to the blacks
smith’s strikker. The essential features of a
debate are very often affeeted by the bias
or narrow-mindedness of those who engage
in 1t. We are of course apt to be affected
by our environment, but in any ecase the
value is often taken out of a debate by such
interjections. 1 appreciate the diffieulty of
the Government in this matter. T have very
little faith in the Federal Government, how-
ever. I donbt their earnestuess, because their
best suppovters, the people who are respon-
sible for keeping them in power, are those
against whom the Federal Government tell
ng they are going to legislate, The Prime
Minister tells ns what he i going to do
with the profiteer, but these very people are
regponsible for keeping the Prime Minister
in power, and will he responsible for keeping
him there if he wins on the 18th Decamber.
We cannot turn to the Federal arena for
any help in this direction, but we have a
c¢hance of reeeiving help from our own
State Government. They believe they can
do something to alleviate the position, and
T am prepared to give them the opportunity
to do it.  Altheugh the Bill dees not go
as far as we wounld like.it to go, it will no
donbt have n restraining influence on the

- profitegring that is rampant in the State.
~This profiteering is, I am ashamed to say,
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responsible for mueh of the great poverty
that exists in this young country of ours.
Mr. Lovekin, I believe, takes a certain am-
ount of interest in soeial life, and he must
recognise that great poverty cxists in West-
ern Australia, though possibly some hon,
members have not seen evidence of it. With
regard to the publicity clauses of the Bill,
if there iz nothing wrong about a person’s
transactions, I do not see why he should ob-
jeet to their being made public. If a man
is tried in a court of justice, as many of the
profiteers should have been tried, I see noth-
ing wrong in his affairs being disclosed.
When a2 man appreaches the Arbitration
Court he has to make public all hig transac-
tions. The same thing applies to any nfan
who goes to a court. If his affairs are being
conducted in a legitimate manner, T see no
reason for any sccrecy regarding them. Tle
should not be afraid to go into any eourt
m the land and show how he stands. There
can snrely be no objection to the clauses
from that point of view. Mr, Lovekin also
expressed the opinion that the ery of profi-
teering was a false one, and that the rea-
son for the high cost of living was the scar-
city of commoilities, I cannot agree with
that view, seeing that we have more com-
modities in the State to-day than we ever
had befere. We have more wool, beef, mut-
ton, and wheat and more animals on the
hoof than we ever had before. I think that
disposca of the argument raised by Mr. Love-
kin.  We arc counselled to produce, and go
on produeing. Tt seems to me that we are
producing more than we have ever done be-
fore, hut costs continue to go vp and pro-
fiteering still prevails, It has been main-
tained that profiteering does not exist. It
iz bard to Dbeieve that in face of the -
evidenee placed bhefore the Interstate Com-
mission.  The hand of the profitcer is seen
right throngh that cvidence. From cover
to cover of this report instanees will be found
that profiteering docs exist, and that the cost
of commodities has risen since the war, and
sinee 1914. It is also shown that the profits
made by selling the products of the country
have inereased from 12 per cent. to 50 nor
cent. In face of this evidence the most pre-
judiced man must agree that profiteering
dees exist in the country. If that is so,
what objeetion enn there be, when there iz o
chance of rectifying a wrong, of the oppor-
tonity heing taken to do so? The Bill
should have some effect upon those unscrn-
pulous persons who are exploiting the coun-
try in the way they are doing. The evidence
taken before this Interstate Commission was
ohtained at the poiut of the bayonet and
traders displayed great reluctance in diselos-
ing their business. One of the recommenda-
tions of the Commission was as follows:—
The foregoing figures need no conunent
beyond the somewhat obvions faet that
they refer to a period of grave national
danger and emergency. Many of the ae-
counts submitted were found unsatisfac-
tory, inasmuch as various methods have
been adopted for the purpose of cloaking
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the real extent of the profits. An accurate
diselosure of the true position has only
been made possible by thz closest investi-
gation and persistent demands for the
fullest detailed information.
This has been the position right through the
piece. These people who made exorbitant
profits ranging from 12 per cent. to 37 per
cent., and as high as 50 per cent., were very
slow in bringing evidence forward, and it
was only by the siringent methods adopted
by the Commission that they were forced to
disclose their business transactions.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pam.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: At the tea adjourn-
ment I was referring to the fact that asser-
tions had been made that there was no neces-
sity for a Bill of this deseription. I was re-
minded then of the report of the Interstate
Commission partienlarly dealing with Nestles
Milk Company. There is no company cperat-
ing in Awmstralia to-day, with the exception
perhaps of the Vacuum Oil Company, that
has so successfully exploited the people as
the Nestles Company. This company entered
inte business in Australia some years ago,
and they made a success of it, If it were a
legitimate trade we would have no cause for
complaint, but we find that this company,
operating to the extent that it does, has been
charged by the Interstate Commission with
exploitation. The transactions of the Nestles
Company as recorded by the Interstate Com-
mission make very interesting reading. The
Commission state that this company should
have been proceeded against on account of
their attitnde, The same thing might apply
to the Vacuum OQil Company, We find that
the Nestles Company was carrying on opera-
tions as a legitimate trading company under
the protection of the laws of Australia, and
we learn that some time ago an inferior
brand of milk was placed on the market
which wps not Nestles, but which bad been
purchased by the Nestles Company, and that
cempany put their own labels on the tins and
disposed of it as a milk of their own manu-
factare. That was practically an illegal aet,
yet no action was taken by either the Fed-
eral or the State Government. The finding of
the Tnterstate Commission is very strong on
this subject. It praetically amounts to an
indictment against the eompany, but no ae-
tion was taken. Nestles Company have ex-
ploited the people of Austrlaia to a great ex-
tent. At thc same time nothing has been
done by way of taking aetion against them.
Under a Bill such as the one we are discuss-
ing, therc would he power to prosecute for
anything of the nature I have described.
Companies of this deseription who are respon-
sible for many injustices, awd who are cer-
tainly responsible for many faults in this
State, should be dealt with according to the
strictest letter of the law. So far as the
Nestles Company in this State are concerned
we must recognise that we are to & consider-
able extent dependent on them for artificial
milk, for the reazon that we are not able to
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produce sufficient fresh milk to meet all our
requirements. But if the company sell_rub—
bich, although perhaps not exactly rubbish—
but an inferior article—and charge the top
price for it, there should be some power to
see that they are not allowed to exploit the
people in that direetion.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will you tell us how
this Bill wiil meet that difficulty?

Hon. J. W. HICEEY: I cannot go into de-
tails at the present juncture, but I think a
measure such as this will have a restraining
influence. ‘When given an inferior article the
question ean he raised. Committees should
be appointed in various districts, and it
should be their duty to bring uhder the
notice of the Commission what is taking
place, and the Commission in turn should re-
port to the Government, and, if the steps are
taken which should be taken, the eulprits
will find themselves in their proper place,
and that is the dock. The Vaenum 0il Com-
pany are in almost a similar category, This
company hns been dealt with exhaustively in
another place by the leader of the Opposi-
tion, and his remarks have been given con-
siderable amount of publicity throughout the
State. Hon. members are, I suppose, fairly
conversant with those remarke, and also with
the reply of the Vacwum Qil Company, which
was published at a later date. We can de-
cide for ourselves what attitude we should
adopt, and our opinions will easily he formed
in regard to the operations of that company.
Again, we have a fairly illuminating example
so far as the clothing frade of Australis
is eoncerned.  There are something like 25
firms operzting throughout Australia, includ-
ing the Commonwealth factory. The profits
of those companies since the outbreak of
war have been astonishing, In 1914 they
amounted to 12 per cent., but they reached
35 per cent. and continued to be high, and,
strange to say, the biggest profits were made
out of the Defence Depariment, Whilst
companiecs are prepared to make certain pro-
fits in ordinary times, in war time they scem
to have been able to make huge profits. Some
power should be given to prevent that kind
ot thing continuing. I do not know whether
this Bill will bhave any cffect in that direc-
tion, but an Act should be passed to deal
with matters of that kind. Qur own Bill, of
course, will he eonfined to propositions from
the loeal standpoint. There is no doubt
about it that the cost of living has gone up
by leaps and bounds. I wonld not carve to
be egotistical cnongh to cross swords with
such an anthority as AMr. Holmes on this
question, but when the Bill is in Committee
I shall take advantage of tho opportunity
to ask Mr. Holmes to explain the reason
for the high cost of bheef in the metropolitan
area.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T can answer that
now; it iz due to shipping.

The PRESIDENT: The
cannot answer it now,

Hon, J. W. HICKEY:
shipping question may
to d¢ with the high
let wus take the hon.

hon., member
Possibly the
have something
cost of beef,

memberg  re-
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marks in connection with the purehase by
the Wyndham Freeding Works of cattle at
£6 odd per head. I suppose that is correect,
coming irom such an authority. Adding to
that the cost of trausport, it is difficult to
veconeiie thé total with the price of £30 per
head at which bullocks were sold some months
ago. The hou. member has given two sorts
ot explanations as to the high ecost of beef,
ut we are satisfied that that high cost in
the metropolitan area to-day is made up be-
tween the grower and the eonsumer and most
of the profit goes to the middleman. Several
hon. members who have spoken have made
reference to the middleman, and the sooner
we bring about an alteration of that posi-
tion the better it will be for everyhody con-
cerned. There is something else besides the
shipping question, becaunse this is a matter
which has been going on for a lengthy
period, Cattle are a certain price at Wynd-
ham, and when they fetch between 200 and
300 per cent. more in the market there is
scmething wrong somewhere, and it is time
a body such as the Commission which will
be appointed under the Bill should inquire
who is pgetting all the profits, and who is
robbing the people in the metropolitan area
and in outside centres. I suppose that is the
reason why the butchers have formed them-
selves into a wuniom in the metropoli-
tan area, because they have such im-
portant  propositions to deal with, I
hope the hon. member will take advant-
age of the opportunity to try to ex-
plain the position from the standpoint of the
producer, as well as from the standpoint
of the eonsumer. There is only ouc thing
which will help ws if it is not possible
to derive advantape from a Bill of this de-
seription, and it is the matter of co-opera-
tion, that is, bringing the producer and the
consumer more closely in touch with each
other. We are told that cattle raising in
tho Kimberleys does not pay the producers.
If that is the case someone between the pro-
ducer and the consumer must bhe reaping
huge profits, There shonld be a system of
co-gperation, and the Government would do
well to stand behind co-operative societies,
seo that their credit is good, and endeavour
to bring the producer and the consumer
closer together, As the position exists to-
day, there are only two classes in the com-
munity—the exploiter and the exploited.
The question of house rents is another mat-
ter that should he brought within the scope
of the Bill. In the State at the present,
rack-renting is going on to an enormous ex-
tent. We find that the poorer classes experi-
enee the createst diffienlty in paying extor-
tionate sums that are asked by owners of
houses, Particularly is this so in the metro-
politan area where rents of 10s, and 12s.
per week up to £1 per weck are being asked
for what are nothing less than hovels. I
have made an ingpection of some of these
places myeelf, I take nothing for granted,
and when the occasion presents itself, T see
‘what T eam for myself. I have found hard
- working.. people living under very diffienlt
.conditions, experiencing the greatest diffi-
culty in  ‘keeping ' their ~heads above
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water mainly Dbecause of the high cost
of living, and more particularly” because of
the extortionate rents that they were asked
to pay for the places they were living in,
‘fhis obtains thronghont ‘the State to a
greater or smaller extent. In comnection with
the business on which 1 was engayed, L found
in some of these places there were four or
five children, and it was impossible to clothe
them properly. They certainly were able
to get enough to eat. None of the children
had boots to wear to school. In ecertain sen-
sons of the year that would be no great
hardship in this State because they were
pretty bardy children, but it was not a case
of convenience, it was a case ‘of absolute
necessity that they were without lhoots. The
man wag hard working and he was ravely
ovt of work, 1T also disgovered that in some
instanees these houses were owned by fairly
wealthy people. I do not grudge these peo-
ple their wealth, In one particular casc the
family were poverty stricken and werc Dbat-
tling very hard to squceze out the rent ecaeh
week for the poor shanty they occupied. [
was in the Terrace about that time and saw
the landlord of this particular place in an
800 guinea motor car. I do not deny that
the car might have been handy in con-
neetion with his business and it might not
have been altogether a luxury, but it does
seem 3 queer state of affairs, and there does
appear to be something wrong with a system
of government that permits to exist the most
abjcet poverty side by side with wealth.
There is eertainly something wrong when
this poverty is not attributable to the in-
dividuals themselves.  Wealth has heen
amassed out of the people, profitecring ia
going on and the wcalth comes from the
masses of the people. Rents and cost of
living generally might be dealt with under
this measure, but certainly something shonld
he done to alter a rotten system under which
people who are hard triers cannot make
good. We have exploitation iu every walk
of life, even down to the smallest econnee-
tion. I find myself paying 1s. 2d. per Ib.
for fish cutlets from a shop in Perth. I
happened to- visit the Geraldton district
where the fish are caught and T learned that
the men who cateh the fish receive 534d.
per 1b. for it. There iz a bhig leakage be-
tween 514d. and 1s, 2d. per lb. There is
scope for reflection and thought; someone
ghould step in and sec that this exploita-
tion does not continue, If it is not due to ex-
ploitation, the systein is wrong and some-
one who is not earning the money is cer-
tainly getting it. In conseqnence, the peo-
ple in the metropolitan area are unable to
obtain fresh fish at a reasonable priee, and
yet the men who catech the fish and who
risk their lives in the industry are recciving
only 514d. pér 1b. for it. The same applies
to tomatoes. In Geraldton high nrices are
given for early tomatoes for the Kalgoorlie
market, but at present the people are getting
not more than 4d. or 5d. per . for them.
if that. To-day T paid 10d.-for a 1b. of
tomatoes. TPoor pcople cannot stand that
sort of thing. Tomatoes, fish, meat and
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bread are necessary commodities on whick to
raise a family. Yet the people find it al-
most impossible to pull through and pay the
high . prices ruling for these necessaries
Mr. Holmes ventured a few remarks as to
who in hia opinion were the profiteers in
this country. He did not refer to the beef
buceaneers, One of the principal bugbears
was the member of Parliament I hope the
hon. member spoke for himself, I shall not
plead guilty to being a profiteer in this
direetion. I do not know how the hon. mem-
ber reconciles his remarks; L can only con-
elude that he spoke for himself. I speak
for myself and I refute the imputation that
I a3 a member of Parliament am a profiteer.
The hon. member stated that members were
returned to Parliament on a salary of £300
a year and immediately set out to get £500.
Personally, 1 give the wholz of my time to
my gccupation and I ecandidly confess that
I believe I am well worth £500 a year. 1f
the hon. member considers he is not worth
£500, he is at liberty to hold his opinion.
I am not referring to ability, I venture to
say he is a very worthy representative of a
worthy province, and he represemts it hon-
estly and well. He certainly represents ome
seetion very well indeed. During my short
term in Parliament, a little over three years;
I have travelled over 50,000 miles. That is
putting it at the lowest estimate—and a
large portion of that travelling has been
through my own province and at my own ex-
pense. I have endeavoured to make myself
acquainted with all the wants and possi-
bilities and propoesitions throughout the
length and breadth of thig State, and it has
taken considerably more than the £300 a year
allowed me to pull theough. As a matter of
fact, this iz the worst paid job I ever had
in my life, so I can claim that I am not a
profitcer. The hon. member has a provinee,
far distant it is frue, and he drops along
there occasionally and, in his painstaking
and encrgetic manner, takes a motor car

The DPRESIDENT: The hon. member is
not quite in order in referring to the con-
duct of other hon. members.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I was making a com-
parison fellowing on the charge of the hon.
member that members of Parliament were
profiteers. In faet, the hou, member referred
te members of Parliament as being the
greatest of profiteers. I was endeavouring
to justify my contention that I was not a
prefitcer. I have endeavoured to earn the
few poumds allowed me and have cndeav-
oured to give good servieg for it and, con-
sequently, | at least can claim that T am not
a profitcer, The hon. memher also stated
that the next worst profiteers in the State
were the working men. The hon. member is
~always very keen on this subject, and he
misses no opportunity te libel a very fine
geetion of the community, namely, the work-
ing man. The hon. member should have
made some definite charge or _statement, but
he contented himself with speaking in very
" general terms and making a charge which,
after 1ll, amounts to very little. I would like

Ctrust that the Bill will be passed.
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to apk the hon. member if he would accuse
the timber workers, a large, a very energetic
scction of the community, of being profi-
teers. They have been working for 9s. Ti.
o day for a considerable nmumber of years
under the very worst conditions, living in
the bush, trying to raise familiey entirely
removed from all soeial conditions and with

very few educational facilities. Does the
hon, member include them in  his
category of profiteers among the work-
ing elags? Again, the railway men

represent a section of the community who
work at all hours the whole 1ound of the
clock; they are at the beck and cull of the
management at any time of the day or
night. Does he inelude them among the
profiteers of the working elass?  Perhaps
the hon. member includes the shearers, the
mon whoe year after year go to the North-
West, that part of the State the hon. mem-
ber knows so well, far removed from their
homes and families, for the cenvenience of
the pastoralists. They have not altogether
a bed of roses. They travel as fast as they
can from one shed to another, and the con-
ditions under which they live are not alto-
gether desirable. I wonder if the hon. mem-
ber designates them profiteers of the work.
ing elass! Apgain, we have the miners on
the Golden Mile. I wonder if he includes
them among the profiteers of the working
clags; they certainly embrace a large sce-
tion of ‘the working community of the
State. A vigit to the Golen Mile or any
other mine would convinee the hon. wmember
that there is not much profitecring in the
mining industry unless it is by those who
arc in charge of affaira. If he thinks that
a man getting out of his bed al midnight
and tumbling down a big mine and then
climbing up into the stopes and risking his
life, working under a competifive system
which makes him veally a slave—though I
admit the men themselves are partly to
blame for this—if he thinks sneh a man is
a profiteer, I would like him to tell me.
If he wants any proof of the risks these
men run, he can get none better than hy a
visit to the cemetery of Boulder and Kal-

- goorlie, or t6 the Old Men’s Home, or to

the Wooroloo Sanatorinm, Y am satisfied
the hon. member was not personal in his
references but, when members make charges
of this deseription, they shonl@ confine
themscives to something definite. Such re-
marks are too general and, at a time like
this, when we are on the verge of a general
clection, they are liable to produce a bad
effect. T refute the statement of the hom.
member that the working men come under
the heading of profiteers and, as T indi-
cated hefore, if he thinks otherwise, he can
find definite proof fo the cortrary in the
monuments in. the cemetery and among {he
inmntes of the institutions I mentioned. I
I cer-
tainly think that it does not go far enongh.
It does contain 'eertain powe:ss which, if

sexercised strictly,  impartially, sympathetic-
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ally, and with judgment should have some
restraining influence on the profiteering
which undoubtedly exists and consequently
its operations may shortly huave the effect
of giving people u chance to pull through
on the pittances they receive in their vari-
ous occupations.

Oun motion by Houn. E. M. Clarke, debate
adjourned.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS.
Becond Reading.
Debate resumed from 11th November,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [7.58]: I
view this Bill more as one to be eonsidersd
in Committee than one to be discussed on
the second reading. I should like to ex-
tend my congratulations to the Government
and especially to the Minister for the im-
mense amount of worlc he has put into the
measure and for the good prineiples he
has embodied in it for the benefit of the
road boards in this State. T have had a
very large experienee of road board mat-
ters. Gver 20 years ago, I was chairman of
the Collie road board, and I say the State
hkas mueh for which to thank the members
of the road boards. They work very hard;
they give much of their time to the work,
and they have shown considerable ability
in the management und supervision of the
roads. The road boards of Western Aus-
tralia are not in the same position as they
were 10 or 15 years ago. Wkhen I was
chairman of the Collie road board there was
no trouble to get money from the Govern-
ment to carry out necessary pioneering
work in the distriect. We received large
sums of money, rerhaps more than we were
really entitled to, but I can say that money
was well expended in the Collie road dis-
trict, and I am sure the samec applies to
other portions of the Btate wherc money
was 8o liberally granted in years gone by.
Now the position is that, in order to get
money at all, the chairman and the mem-
bers of a road board have to importune the
Government very considerably, and they
do so without much success. As a resull,
the boards have bhad to tax a2 good deal
mote¢ than they Qid in the past. After all,
the most important work that can be done
in this State is to open up the country by
good roady. Although railways are needed,
we also need good roads, in order to enable
the acttler to get his produce to market.
-Om analysing this very lengthy Bill, I find
that it contains only 22 new clauses, which
are not of o very important nature. Tha
most important thing I ean see in the Bill
ig that it proposes to enable the consider-
able number of municipalities which have
bheen ereated as the result of the amalgama-
tion of road hoards, to carry on efficiently.
They 2re to be given power to borrow
money for electric works, for gas and
water supply, and other necessary purposes
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set out under the AMunicipalities Aet. It
is very necessary thot they should bhave
these powers in order that they may cater
for the neceds of the large centres created
by the amalgamation of municipalities and
road boards. The Minister for Works hag
been very careful indeed in preparing this
measure. From a conversation I had with
the bhon. gentleman only reeently, T feel
sure that he is going te do all he can to
help the road boards to raise the money
they require. His scheme embraces the
Trafie Bill and the present Road Districts
Bill, and also & measure to amend the
existing Roads Act which he proposes te
introduce next session, Our thanks are
due to the hon. gentleman for the splendid
work he has done, and is deing, in vonnes-
tion with thesc matters. QOne very gratify-
ing thing as regards this Bill is that every-
body seems te be in favour of it. Due
consideration is given to the views of the
existing ‘road Dboards and also to those of
the executive of the road boards, which
meets once or twice a year in Perth. The
whole of the new c¢lauses have been sub-
mitted fo that executive and alse to the
various road boards, and from the speech
of the Minister for Education in in-
troducing the Bill T gather that 90 per
cent. of them have been approved by the
bodies concerned, leaving only 10 per cent,
of the clauses for discussion. A novel
feature of this Bill is that under it women
can be elected as members of road boards.
Personally I do not favour women hecom-
ing members of Parliament or members of
road boards, but the prevailing idea s:ems
te be that the excellent work dene by
women during the war, and the great jn-
dividuality and business acumen displayed
by them during that period of stress,
justify their appearance in this Chamber
and in another Chamber, and also on read
hoards. I repeat that personally I do uct
agree with that view, because I do not
think a woman’s functions lie in that
direction. T think she is very munch better
employéd in locking after the hounsehold
and in charitable work, Her appearance
in the public arena I consider quite wroung.
However, I again express my gratitude to
the Government for the introduction of
this Rill, which, if passed, will tend materi-
ally towards the advancement of the State,

Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) [8.4]:
There are one or two clanses to which I
desire to draw the attention of the Min-
ister for Edueation, and I hope he wiil
answer my queries regarding them, Clause
23 provides—

(1) Every adult persen, being a natural
born or naturalised subject of the King
and the owmer or ocenpier of ratable land
in o district, who is not disqualified by
any of the provisions hereinafter set out,
ghall be qualified to be elected and to
act as a member of .the board of such
distriet. ‘ ‘
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Subsection (1) of Bection 18 of the prinei-
pal Aect reads—

(1) Every adult male person, being a
natural born or naturalised subject of
the King, and having, as the owner or
occupier of ratable land in the district,
the gqualification of an elector under this
Act, and who is not under any of the
disabilities hercinafter specified, shall be
qualified to be clected and to act as a
member of the board of such district:
Provided tbat no person shall be quali-
fied to be elected unless on the day of
nomination all rates payable in respeet
of any land within the district, for the
payment of which he is liable, have been
paid.

This Bill proposes to climinate the proviso,
which I understand was inserted in the
exigting Aet at the request of suceessive
road Dboard conferences. That being so, I
would like to know the reason for the pro-
posed omission, It seems to me rather a
necessary provige. Clanse 128 of the Bill
contains a provise which, failing some
satisfactory explanation, should, I think,
be deleted as nnnecessary. The clause
reads—

(1) The bhoard may, from time to time,
appoint and remove g secretarv and such
other officers and servants as may be
dleemed necessary, and may define their
duties, and may assign reasonable re-
muneration for their services: Provided
that no secretary shall be appointed or
removed without the approval of the
Minister: Provided also that the secre-
tary shall vacate his office if so directed
in writing by the Minister,

From experience I have gained of road
boards, I think the members of them
ought to be competent to  dismiss

their paid officers without having first
to obtain the sanction of the Minister., I
ghall await with interest a further cxpla-
nation by the Minister for Fdueation, and
reserve to myself the right to give notice
of amendment in this connection. There is
yet another eclause to which T may direct
attention, Clanse 129, which reads——
On the resignation or death of any
officer, or on the cessation or abolition
of the office of any officer, the board
may, with the approval of the Miniater,
eause bo be paid to suveh officer or to such
of his surviving relatives as the board
may think fit, any gratuity not cxceeding
the amount of one month’s salary for
each year of the service of such officer.
It seema to me that no referemee to the
Miniaster should be necessary in connection
with this clanse, if it is safeguarded by a
proviso that no gratuity shall he paid in a
ease where an officer resigns after other
than satisfactory service. In other circum-
stanees, the approval of the Minister should
not be necessary.

Quegtion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
[57]
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BILL—VERMIN ACT
MENT,

In Commitfee,

Resumed from the 13th November,
Hon, J. I, Allen in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Edueation in charge of the Bill,

New clause (partly considered):

[The Honorary Minister had moved :
That the tollowing be added tc stand as
T: ‘‘Section 104 of the prinecipal

AMEND-

Clause 7:
Act is hereby amended by the excision of
the words ‘the Chief Inspector shall, if
30 required in writing by the owner of
any fence,” and the substitution of the
words ‘the owner of any fence may by
writing under his hand requirc the Chief
Inspector or the board of any distriet in
which the fence is situated to inspect the
fence or cause it to be inspecied, and the
Chief Inapector or board shall.” *7]

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Wheu this new
vlanuse  was Dbefore the Committee pre-
viously T questioned the dQesirableness of
its inclusion, Having since looked care-
fully into the matter, I have been forced
to the conclusion that the amendment is a
very desirable one, I therefore offer no
further opposition to the new clause.

New clause put and passed.
Title-——agreed to,

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

Recommittal.
On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of considering
a new elanse to stand as Clawse 2.

Hoxn. J. ¥. Allen in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.

New eclause:

Hon, J. J. HOLMES :
ment—

That the following be added io stand
as Clanse 2: ‘“8ection two of the Vermin
Aet, 1918, i3 hereby amended by the addi-
tion of the following words:— Provided
that the power of imposing rates in the
other portion of the State under any Act
mentioned in the First Schedule to this
Act shall be anbject to a limitation
similar to that contained in the proviso
to subsection (2) of section fifty-nine of
this Aet,? !

The object of mnew clause is to encourngo
fencing against rabbits in the northern
pertion of this State. 1 think we are all
agreed that it is the experience of Australia
that the more rabbit-proof fencing is
erected, the beiter the opportunity one has
of coping with the rabbits, The Aet passed
last session provided, as regards the South-
West Division, that any owner fencing
againgt rabbits should bhe exempt from
rating. Such an owner is not relieved of
the responsibility of destroying t¢he rab-

I move an amend-
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bits on his holding. If he does not destroy
the rabbits, the proper authority can enter
upon his holding and do the work., But
where he has erected rabbit-proof fencing
within the meaning of the Act, he is ex-
empt from rating under the meusure. That
provigion of last year’s Act, however, does
not apply to the nortern poviion of the
State. The object of the proposed mew
cliuse s to encourage the erection of rab-
bit-proof fences thronghout the State.

New clause put and passed,
[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill aguin reported with a further amend-
ment,

BILL—TFRUTT CASES
[n Committee.

Resmmed  {rom the previous day; Hom.
JoF, Allen in the (hair, the Minister for
Fdueation in charge of the Rill.,

lanse 2—Interpretation:

The CHAIRMAN: An amendment has
been nioved to strike out the words ‘‘pre-
seribed standard’? and ingert ‘‘that set out
in the schedule to this Aet.’?

The MINTSTER TFOR EDUCATION:
Yegterday ) intimated that I did not pro-
pese to ask hon. members to vote on the
elause  until  they had an  opportunity of
reading the evidence taken by the scleet com-
mittee, which is now before them., I now
propoga to ask them to vote on the clause
withont bothering abeunt that evidence, and
imdeed to discond the roport of the select
coommittee  altogother. I consider I have
suflicient grounds for this, The issue raised
by the amendment is as to whether the sizes
of fenit eases shall be inserted in the Bill
or pacseribel Ty regulation. Yeaterday T
gave the departmental reasons why the sizes
should wot be ingerted in the RBill, the rea-
sons being that in the other States the sizes
were provided by regulation, and so might
be altered from time to time, and that un-
less we have here facilities for veadily alter-
ing the sizes by regulation it might act ad-
versely dagainst our own produccrs. The
select eommittee told us in their report that
they desired that tiie sizcs should be set out
in the Bill, ns in the South Anstralian Act.
The whele of the controversy we had yes-
tevday was  hased ou  this  Qifferenee of
opinion as to whether the sizes shounld he in
the Bill, as in the South Australian Aect, or
whether they should be provided by regula-
tion. T stated yesterday that the department
was puzzled to understand what this ref-
erence to the schedule in the South Austra-
lian Act meant. The only effect of this was
to draw from Mr. Sanderson an attack on
the department. The fact of the matter is
that the department, like myself, accepted
the report of the select committee in good
faith. We now find we Were not entitled to
do so. The provision in Section 6 of the
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South Avstralian Act is that until otherwise.
provided the standard for fruit cases ahall,
for the purposes of the Act, be the sizes
nomed and deseribed in the schednle; that
the Government may by regulation preseribe
standlards for fruit cases ju addition to those
namédd in the schedule; and that the Gov-
ernmient may by regulation substitute new
standards for frnit cases. I submit that not.
only I and the department, but the Commit-
tee have been carelessly misled by the report.
of the select committes, which told us that
the standards in Seuth Australia are fixed
by the South Australian Act. Nothing of
the kind.  TFor tbe purpose of convenience
the sizes of fruit eases were in the first in-
stance ineluded in the schedule of the Scuth
Austrajinn  Act, but it was specially pro-
vided that it was enly for the time being.
In every uther State the Act provides that
the standard shall be fixed by regulation,
and so too in South Australia, where as a
matter of fact since the passing of the Act
regolations have teen ndopted preseribing
the standard size of fruit cases.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Tt is an extra-
ordlinary speech which we have heard from
tho Minister. I ask other members of the
seleet committee to make any cxplanation
they think fit. As ehairman of that commit-
tee | will attempt to voice their opinions im
my own way. The Bill is of but secondary
importance. We can decide the whole mat-
ter on this one question. I represent a large
number of people who are directly interested
in the question, and as their representative
Y have no hesitation in saying that in my
opinion the Bill is bad. I do not expect all
to agree with me. As a fruitgrower also I
again say the Bil is bad, I am not going
to support it, but in deference to people who
are just as competent as am I to express an
opinion, I am prepared te waive my objee-
tion. On the question of my having care-
legsly misled the Committee, T say it was a
most unfortumate ‘vemark, The leader of
the House, very cleverly as usual, has fixed
on this particular point, whieh I at once ad-
mit is open to attnek, and he says he has
been misled by the seleet committee,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You say it is the one
point in the Bill,

Hou. A. SANDERSON: The remarks of
the leader of the House were unfortunate, and
I think he is somewhat unfair. But assum-
ing that he is right in all that he has said,
it has nothing whatever to do with this
question which the committee inqguired into.
Aszime that the remarks of the leader of
the House are true——

The Minister of Education: I am prepared
te prove them.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am not pre-
pared to aceept them, and if there was sufii-
cient time i would show that the hon. mem-
ber is mistaken. However, as I say, assume
that his remarks are correct; surely he can-
not expect more than that we should
assnme that everything he =ays is cor-
rect and justified! I have then no
hesitation in saying that the point
at issue between the parties interested
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Hhas nething whatever to do with the South
Australian Act, but.is as to whether the sizes
should go into the sehedule. It could be

roved up to the hilt from the evidence, but
i‘did not expect such an explosive bomb to
be thrown at the select committee or at me.

The Minister for Eduwcation: Do yon not
think it is justified on the wording of the
committee’s report?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: No, I do not.
Members, however, can form their own opin-
ion. I am cecompelled in the circumstances to
"refer to the evidence. Here are some ex-
tracts from the evidence by Mr. Mercer, who
represents the fruit and prognee merchants,
people who are entitled to respect evem it
the Chairman of the Seclect Committee 13
not—

I am in favoar of certain
being included in the Bill

T should like to see the measurements a
hard and fast law,

T wn here on bebalf of the Packers’
Agsociation and not as a private individual.

Wa (o not want to give the Depart-
ment too much scope.

1f you are goiny t> put all this in the
Bill it is a very different thing from a
regulation, which ean be withdrawn,

T have had enough of regulations,

I do not want the Agricultural Depart-
ment to have teo much power,

As a matter of faet it is not a depart-
mental Bill, except at the instigation of
the growers.

It does not interest us from the depart-
meatal point of view exeept what the
growers will ask.

Here is the evidence of the departmental
officer— .

We have to regard the executive of the
Orchardists Leagne as the only bedy re-
presenting the fruit growers of the State.
We do not go into the question of whether
they represent the majority or mot. We
must take it that they are representing
the malority of the growers.

The Exccntive Committes of the Orchardists’
League waited on  wme yesterday. [
explained that I had no hestility cither
towards the leagua or the industry. T asked
them to tcll me how many froit growers they
represented. By a process of arithmetic,
logic and imagination we arrived at the con-
elusion that they represented 300 out of a
total of 2400, T asked them to give me
the names of the members of their execu-
tive committee, comprising a dozen or s0
persons. | osaid that half of these men came
from the district in which T lived, namely
the Upper Darling Range district. T said
to them, T would use that information to
suit my convenience. I also said “*Yon ask
for this Fruit Cases Bill. " On your own
showing you do not know what you want,
and if yon did know it is a big elaim for
_you to make thet yon represent the whole
of the industry.’’ T was not prepared for
.sech a ferocious attaek upon the Select
- Committee and upon mysclf. If we are to
. be guilded by the evidence taken before the

measures

Se'ecet Committee and pay ateention to the
Qrehardists’ Lengue, I have no hesitation in
suying that the Bill onght to be withdrawn,
that the question of the cnbie eapacity of the
cage should be put into the Bill, and that
ihis would meet the requircments of the dif-
tevent parties interested. £t is not ereddit-
able to hon. imembers that when onc asks for
Parliamentary papers, copies of ‘“Hansard,?’
and reports, and Acts of Parliament, that
one cannot get them supplied. 1 do not
blame the officers of the House, or any
House Committee, but 1 do blame the gen-
eral condition whieh apparently prevents one
from having in a readily aceeplable form the
lutest information on these questions with
which we are called upou to deal. When [
get hold of an Act of Parliament [ first read
it as it stands. T then read the “Hansard’®’
report denling with it in order tv sce
what was intended to he done. [In addition
to that if L have the time [ Jike to get hold
of the departmental reports showing what
the cffect of the Act was as soon as it wag
broughkt inte operation; but to get all the
offeial dosuments on the tavie of the Houge
iy a different matter.

The Minister for Education: You read the
South Australian Act?

Hon., A, SANDERSON: Yes, anl the
South Anstralian debate, and the New South
Wales Act.

The Minister for Education: And you sub-
mitted that report in the face of what you
read?

MHon, A, BANDERSON: I aid.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Look at question 331 in
ihe evidenee.

Hon, A, BANDERSON: The difficulty of
the whole position is that these who gave
evidenee did not agree, but that to my mind
justifies the attitude I take up, and as Chair-
man of the Committee 1 was prepared to
waive my own opinions .on the subject in
order to mect the wishes of the different
people who were insisting on a case of some
kind. T have done my best to voice the
opinions of the committee, and I repeat thag
the charge made by the leader of the House
is not warranted and is unfair, -

Hon. A, LOVERIN: T sugpest that this
is u matter that is hardly worthy of lengthy
or scrious {debate. Tt is a matter which
affects trade and commerce, and if we pug
an arbitary provision in the Bill we shall
not have that c'asticity which will he neces-
sary for the proper carrying out of trade
#nd enmmeree, whereas, i we put this in a
re~uletion, we can alter it from time to time
with comparative ease to snit the conditions
wiieh may avise. 1 therefore snpgest that
the matter be left at that,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: T was not one
of those who thonght it worth while to refor
this Bill to a seleet committee, hut for some
reasan or other a sclect committee was an-
pointed, aml T was one of the vietims, Of
course, I am always prepared to carry uut
the duties a membher of Parlinment is ox-
pected fo perform, and I aceepted the posi-
tion, not that T was sufliciently interested. -
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I was not sufficiently intercsted even to
speak on the sceond reading of the Bill, but
the fact rewains that the seleet committes
were given work to do, and we did it, and
I must thank the leader of the House foy
his appreeintive remarks on the work done
by that eommittes, and also his appreciation
for those citizens whe were sufficiently
interested to tender evidence at their
own expense and in fheir own fime to on-
lighten Parliament on acconnt of this ‘‘fup-
penny-ha-penny?? measure. The House made
itself ridiculovs by appointing a select eom-
wittee to deal with this Bill, but the eom-
mittee did all it was instructed to do and
called evidence. The Minister has taken ns
to task heeaunse he said we made false state-
ments. One of those was that we did not
examine fruit growers, T understand he
wighes to withdenw fthat insinuation now,
having found out that we ail. As he has
attacked ns on the matter of aceuracy, T
woubd remind him that his record in that
direetion is no better than that of the com-
mittee, Ile wants to he pretty eareful when
he questions the aecuracy of others. It is a
very delicate question for the Minister to
handlie, Tet us see what the fruit growers
did advise.  They said that wnder ecertain
conditions these mengurements rhould go into
theBill. Mr, Hawter way asked this questinn
awl he answered it as it is published—

As to the shape, would you prefer to
have it apecified in an Act of Parliament,
or to leave it to the Apgrienltural Depart-
ment te make regulations ag they think fit?
—To e effective, it should be specified in
the Act,

Mr. Marper’s evidence might be gnoted—
With regard to fhe size or capacity of
the case, what objection is there to putting
the decigion of the growers into an Aect
of Parliament if ihey have definitely de-
cided an the eapacity of the case?—If the
shape is to be kept apart, I do not see any

Aifliculty in its heing put info the Aet.

Thon if we turn to the evidence given by
My, Breen of the Fruit I[ndustries’ Branch
we find that he was asked, ‘*Does your de-
partment propose to deal with the ghape??’
and the veply was “No.’'  The deparl-
mental officers do not appear to have -any
ideas, They are waiting for ideas and will
got them from the same sources as were open
to the seleet committee. We found that the
men who pave evidence had morg to say than
yes or no. They had reasons for advocating
a standard ease of a certain shape. Accord-
ing to the evidemee of Mr. Breen, even 1f
this is embodied in a regulation, he does not

know what shape the standard ease should |

be. We conld have cases of all asbapes
which would hold the requisite cubic con-
tents, but they would not be standard cases.
That is why those who have gone into the
question requnire not only a bushel ecase Gut
one of standard shape. The department are
not prepared to recommend this and those
dealing in fruit have no confidence in the
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department. Thig is why they objeet to
handing over the matter to the depatrtment.
Unless something more definite than the hazy
idea of the department can be put into Act
or regulation, the fruit growers of this State-
do not want any standard case at all. The
various agents have as much confidenee in
and respect for the department as the Min-
ister has shown for the report of the select
committee. Probably a regulation could be:
altered more easily than an Act of Parlia-
ment. Yet the evideuce goes to show that
at least 12 months’ noticc wounld be neces-
sary if an alteration were made. Question
143 asked of Mr. Humphries, manager of the
State Sawmills, stated—
How long a notice would the milla re-
quire before any new regulations were
made operntive?—According to our ar-
rangements with the distributors, if they
want delivery of a certain nmnber of cases
they have to notify as in August of the
quantities they require before the end of
the following Decemhber. In October they
give us an indication of the number of
eases they will require hetween the end
of December and the end of March., They
are also allowed te amend the latter order
if they give notice before the end of Jan-
uary.
Hiz opinion was that 12  months’ notice
should be given before any alteration was.
made. Similar evidence wag given by Mr,
Breen as will be found in question 242, He
said it was the intention of the department to
allow 12 months’ notice. Tf even a regulation
were altered, 12 months’ notice would have
to be given. When I made that stitement
yesterday, the leader of the MHouse inter-
jected, ““ Nonsense.?’

The Minister for Eduveation: | shall shaw
you presently that it is nomsensc.

Hon, H, MILLTNGTON: The evidenre
woes to show that it is necessary.
The Minister for BEdneation: [ am not

questiotting  the evidenee,

Hon. H MILLINGTON: The improssion
given by the Minister was that a rezulation
could he altered ad lib, The main objection
of the one witness who opposed the stand-
ard fruit case was that the size wonld not
be mentioued in the Bill.  1f a standard
case were decided upon, cven he would not
object to it if it were stated in the Bill
We were given to understand that the South
Australian Aet contained the size in  the
schedule, This question can he settlel. For
the leader of the House to say we want to
diseredit not only the report hut the evi-
denee——

The Minister for Fdueation:
port ounly.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: We have gone
to the expense, trouble and time te get
evidence, and T wish members to read the
evidenee because they arc as capable as the
geleet committee to decide what should be
done. We have decided on the evidence that
it would be better to place the size in the
Bill, so that those who have to observe the
Inw would know just what it was, 1f it is

No, the re-
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done by regulation, [ fail to see how they
would be aware of it. 1If it is left to re-
gunlation, it will probably be that the asso-
ciation which can best impress the depart-
ment will get its way. Tt has not yet been
shown that the report is not based on the
evidence, The evidence shows that the wit-
nesses considered there should be » standard
case of a certain shape speecified in the Bill.

The MTINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
did not propose to make further reference
to the statement in respect of the select comn-
niittee that the dimensions of the standard
case should be set out in the Bill as in the
South Australian Act, but Mr, Millington re-
forred to it as a matier still to be settled.
Does he suggest that T have not correctly
read the South Awstralian Act? The Act is
here for any wember to vead. It was merely
a preliminary neasure, stipulating the size
until regulations were framed.

Hen, . Millingtou: Was uot it set out
in the Act at the time?

Hou. A. Sanderson: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Tle Act clearly siates that it is set cut in
the sehednle, but only until etherwise pre-
seribed  The Goveruor was empowered to
make regulations to pregeribe the standard
size and to vary the size deseribed in the
schedule,  The department snbsequently . is-
sued regulations,

Hon. A, Sanderson: When?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: On
the 26th October, 1910, and, in those regu-
lations, tire standard size of the casc is seb
out. Whatever schedule there iz in the Aet,
no longer has force beeauvse it has  been
superseided by the regniations framed in ae-
cordance with the Aet, The South Austra-
linn Parliament, in makimgr that  provision,
evidently had in mind that this matter could
not be laid down hard and fast. It has heen
said the evidence points out that 12 montha
uotice is required, T awm not questioning
the evidence, Mr. Millington does not realise
that it will be an offence for a person to sell
froit in any ease exeept that prescribed by
regnlation.  Supposc under this measure re-
gniations were Immetliately framed.  Sup-
pose it was deeided that the mensure should
not come into operation for 12 months, There
would he nothing to prevent people from
usitgr the newly preseribed eases at ounce. In
exactiy the same way, if, with these regu-
lations existing, some other State  of the
Commonwealth preservibed a different size of
cage for a certain elass of fruit, there wonld
be nothing to prevent the department from
immediately altering the regulation in such
a2 way that the old enses mipht still he used
so that the people who had mamifactured
those old eases, or who had bought them,
might not be deprived of the wsc of {hem.
The regulation wonld be framed se that it
would not be an offenee for a person to use
a new eage in such 2 way as not to commit
an offence in another State. What is re-
quired is the ability to preseribc a new case
if eirenmstances demand it—a new ease
which may perhaps be used at the same time

- this
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as the old one, though in different cirenm-
staneces—possibly for export tio another
State. That ia the elasticity which one must
have,

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I think the leader of
the House would do well to report progress.

The Minister for Education: Do you want
to prevent the measuve from passing this
sesgion ¥

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Considering that the
report of the gelect commitiee and the
evidence have been printed at a cost of £12
10s, and have bheen put in the hands of
nrembers only to-nmight, I think progress
might well be reported now in order to per-
mit members to study the report of the sciect
eomittee and the evidence. We had con-
sillerable debate on this Bill last session,
whan the Honorvary Minister stated that it
arose chiefly out of the faet that certain
Chinamen had cut epses a little below the
proper size.

The CHATRMAN: I would ask the hon
member te tonfine himself to the amendment,

Hon, T, DUFFELL: 1f we were allowed
till tho next sitting to consider the report
and evidenee, we wouldl he in a hetter posi-
tiow to deal with the Bill .

Hon, J. W KIRWAN: It secmis to me
that the members of the select committee,
and also the withesses examined, are rather
afraid of sudden alteration in the size of
ease i the matter is left to regulation. The
leader of the House has said that, if there
was any alteration, the okl ease coull still
be used for a certwin peried. T believe that
Loth the views of the wemberd of the select
committee and the witnesses before the select
comumittee, and the leader of the House
would be met by adding to the definition of
“rgtandard ease’' sweh words as ‘bt no al-
teration in the pwegeribed standard he wade
eompulsory vutil 12 months’ netice he given
of snch aMeration,'” There scems to he some
doubt about leaving the matter to the Agri-
cultural Department. The amendment T have
suggested will remove any possibility of vio-
Ient audl sndden alterations.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
thauk the bon. member tor his sugpestion,
which however can hardly be discussed om
amendment, The proper place for it
would be Clause 4.

Hon, E. M, CLARKE: There is ne dis-
agreement of any kind between the members
of the select eommittee, My position from
the first was that T wanted to sec if [ conld
get any information from orchardists in the
South-West Provinee. T have had wo replies
whaterer fe communications whieh T have
sent them. Therefore T promised to support
the Bill. But that fact did not in any way
prejudice me as a member of the select com-
wittee. Tt is wot the Agrienlinral Depart-
ment I am afraid of. What T fear ia®that
someone of insufficient experience may go to
the department, get the ear of the officials
there, and indunce them to alter the size of
case. As an old. fruitgrower, I know that
alteration of cases is @ most mischievons and
troublesome thing. Obvionsly there must be
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a great many cases in stock at the milly, and
these cases, if of the wrong size, will be
thrown on the hands of the millers. Then,
when eases of a different size are wanted by
the orchardists, the prices will be put up on
aceount of the worthiess stock. T shall vote
for the clause as it stands.

Flon. B, ROSE: At a conference of fruit-
growers held in Bunbury oenly two months
Aage it was definitely decided that a standard
fruit casc ought to be introduecd. Lt was
further decided that the members for the
South-West Provinge and the member for
Punbury should attend the fruitgrowers’ ex-
ccutive in Perth in order to deal further with
the subject. A copy of this Bill was sub-
mittedl to the fruitgrowers’ exerative by Mr.
Clarke, Mr. Mouey, and myself, and the ex-
ceutive went through the Bill aml expressed
themselves as sutisfied with it. We took ex-
ception on the point as to regulation, but the
exceutive were satisfled that the size should
Lo fixed by regalation.  They asked for no
amendinent, but requested ws to support the
Bill as printed.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: 1t is no use say-
ing about this Bill, ‘‘Let us get rid of it; let
ws put it through; it is unimportant.’?

The CHATRMAN: I must ask the hon.
member to apeak strictly to the amendment,
and wot to speak to the Bill generally.

Mon. A. SANDERSON: The issue of
this clause and of this amemdment is, are we
to have the size hy regulation or in the
Act?  The whole of the argument and at-
tack of the leader of the House was based on
the South Australian Act. T say, *“Very
wells strike that out of the report.”’ That
onght to mect the hon. gentleman’s wishes.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment is to
strike out certain wards of the clause, not
certain words of the report.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: In order that
hon. members may appreciate the issue on
which they are about to vete, let them read
the cvidence; and in order that they may ap-
precinte the evidence, let us report progress
at this stage, The bulk of the legislation in
this State for 25 years has been passed in
the method in which it is suggested that thia

Bl shonld be passed; and that is one reason

why we find oursclves in the present impos-
sible positien. Tt is not an affront to me per-
sonally to be told that my word 18 of no
valug; T bave been told that in n good many
easrs,  Flowever, T have given some time and
attention to the report of this seleet com-
mittec. Tet hon. members read the evidence;
they will then he able to give an intélligent
votr on the amendment.

Amendment pﬁt and negatived.
Clause put and passcd.

Clauses 8 to 11—agreed to.
Néw clause:

Hon. 7. NICHOLSON: T move—

That the following be added to stand
ng Clanse 6:—“6. (1) .No person shall
manufaeture or sell cases or shucks in-
tended for fruit easos of the preseribed
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gtandard which are of less dimensions,
gize, or capacity than that of the pre-
scribed standard case, (2) If any person
charged with any offence under this Act
or any regulations hercunder relating to
the sale of any fruit in a case of less
dimensions, size, or eapacity than those
of the standard case, shall prove that he
purchaged the same from a manufacturer
who represented the case to be of the
dimensions, size, and capacity of a
standard case, such proof shall e a good
defence to such charge.’’
The object of the elause iy to ensure that
the c¢ascs which are cut and supplied will
be cut according to the preseribed stand-
ard. At present practically all the fruit
cases are supplied to the orchardists by
sawantillers, The new eclavse protects the
o:chardist who purchases his ecases from
the sawmiller.
Hon. A. Lovekin: [t will meet the point
rnised by Mr. Kirwan.

Nevw clanse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

‘[The President resumed the Chair.}

Bill reported with amendmenta.

BILL—-PURE  SEEDS.

Recommittal,

On motion by Hou. T, J. Holmes, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clause 2; Hou. J. T. Allen in the
Chair, the Minister ' for Education in
charge of the Bill

Clause 2—Interpretation:

Hon, J. .J. HOLMES: L move an sinend-
ment—

That im the definition of *‘Botanist"
the words '‘or other officer of the depart-
ment, appoiuted fo examine sceds for the
purpose of this Act?’ be struck out.

Tt would appear that under this provision
we propose to make botanists by Act of
Parliawent. Surely we ecannot wmake a
qualificd man by Act of Parliament! How
does the leader of the House propose to
get over the dillienlty?

The MINISTER POR FEDUCATION: I
de not see any alternative to leaving it to
the department to appoint a competent
officer.

Hon. TI. Stewnrt: Is not the present
plant pathologist a competent officer 9

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes, but he may not be available at the
moment he is wanted.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Many of the Gov-
crnment departments have a lot of officers
travelling about the country posing as ex-
perts and issuing all sorts of silly regula-
tiona. If we have o competent botanist in
the department, by all means let us utilise
him, but to feollow on with the words ‘‘or
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other ofiicer of the department’’ is to make
those gentlemen properly qualified botan-
isty by Ac¢t of Parliament.

Houn. A, SANDERSON: The hon. mem-
ber is raising a very minor point in a very
minoy Bill, I agree with him, but it is
evideatly the policy of the Committee to
haud over everything to the departments
for eontrol by regulation. Let this amend-
ment be rejected, and let us give these
people what they ask for. There is not a
qualified botanist in tbe department.

Hon, H. Stewart: There is,

Hon, A, SANDERSON: My mformation
is derived from the report of the Depart-
ment of Agricuiture. A qualified botaaist
i3 one who would be recognized as a quali-
fied botanist, not in the depurtment, but
outside it.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment has
nothing to do with the definition of a
botanist. Will the hon, mewmber confine
himself to the amendment?

Hon, A, SANDERSON;
wishes to confine the botanical work to a
botarigt in the Agrieultnral Depariment,
Ag far as | ¢an make out, there is no bot-
anist in the ordinary sense of the term in
the Department. The report refers to a
botanical pathological assistant, a pesition
which has nothing to do with that of =
qualified botanist.

Hon. J. J. WHolmes: This man
qualified botanist, but he is an oassistant to
a man who is mot a hotanist.

Hou. A. SANDERSON: “We are going to
hand over te a number of officers in the
department the right to de werk which
should only ba done by a qualified botanist.

Hon., H. STEWART: I support the
amendment, It appears from the report of
the department that the present officer, Mr.
Herbert, has only been classified ag a bot-
anical and pathologieal assisiant. The
papers show that Mr, Herbert is really a
qualified botanist and plant pathelogist and
holds the degres of B.Se. in this particular
department of science, from the Melbourne
Unijversity,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the clanss under dis-
ceussion. Tt is not a quesiion of what the
department had, but of striking out ecer-
fain words. The how. member is not in
order. He can refer to no officers of the
department on this discussion.

Hon. H. STEWART: 'The Committee is
indebted to Mr. Holmes for bringing the
matter  forward., Seccing that there is
a qualified officer to administer this mea-
sure, T think the Committee would be well
advised to support the amendment.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I would favour the
definition  being struek ont  altogether.
Clause 6 of the Bill refers to ‘‘a hatanist,”’
and in Clause 9 it appears that the bota-
nist mentioned is not intended to be a
botanist of the department.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. wmrmber can-
not iseuss the definition of o botanist,

Mr. Holmes

is a.
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We are discussing the question of striking
out certain words,

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Though it does
not seem to be necessary to rotain the de-
finition of botanist in order Lo prevent any
question arising later, we might still re-
tain the definition of betanist but add these
words ‘‘holding a recognised qualification
as o botanist.’’ I think this would meet
the wishes of Mr. Helmes.

Hon. G. J. G. W, MILES: On a point
of order., Can you accept an amendment
on those lines before Mr, Holmes’s amend-
ment is dealt with?

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The effect of guch an
antendnient wonld he to leave us where we
were. If a man holds such qualifications
he would be a betanist withiu the menning
of the Aet.

Hon. J. NICHOLBON: He has to be
an officer of the Department, He would
require to hold that qualificition, which is
essential to enabfe him to curry out the
dunties devolving upon him, T move aun
amendment on the amendment—

That iu line 2 after the word ‘‘depart-
ment'* the words ‘‘holding a recognised
qualification as a bhotanist’’ he inserted,
Hon. J. [J. HOLMES: There will be no

necessity for Mr, Nicholson’s amendment
if the words are strnck out. The definition
will be ‘‘a hotanist of the ‘Agricaltural
Department,’’ and if there are half a
dozen men in the department who hold
qualifications they will all he botanists in
the Agrienltural Department,

Hou. J. BWING: Mr. Holmes’s amend-
ment recognises the effect which has been
apparent to me for a considerable number
of wyeavs, that some of the work done by
the Agricnltural Department is carried out
by incompetent men, We want to be sure
that those who are earrying cut seed super-
vision are competent {o do the work. Be-
cnuse of the knowledge I have of the work
dons in the South-West by some of the
agrienltural experts I intend to suppert the
amendment.

The GHATIRMAN: The amendment moved
by Mr. Nicholson is not in order. The
hon. mcmber, however, can move to insert
thosc words if other words are strueck out.

Hon. JJ. NTICHOLSON: T will withdraw
my amendment.

Amendment on
withdrawn,

amemdment by leave

Amendment put and a Aivisiou taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 9
Noes 3
Majority for 6
AYRS.
Hon, E. M. Clarke | Hron, G W. Miler
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. E. Rose
Hon. V., Hamersley l Hon, H, Stewart
Hon. J. W. Hickey l Hon. J. J. Holmea
Hun., A. Lovekin (Teiler.y
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.- 7 Noxs.
Hon, H. P. Colebatch Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. W. Kirwan (Tetler.)

Amendment thus passed.
Clause as amended agrzed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill again reported with & further
mmendment.
House adjourned ot 10.8 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at £.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CONSTABLE TAYLOR,
RETIREMENT.

Hen. W. . ANGWIN asked the Mijnister
for Mings: 1, When was James Richard
"Taylor, cx-police constable No. 61, retired
from the force? 2, What was the number
.of years of service. 3, Were a number of
men vretiradl at or abont the same tine,
owing to age and years of service? 4, Were
the regulations governing the Police Benefit
Fund altered just prior to the retirement,
‘making an alteration in regard fo the pay-
ment of gratuity? 5, If not, why were they
not paid the usual gratuity of one month’s
pay for each year of service? G, Will he ses
that the regulations under which they con-
tributed to the fund for so many years are
enrvied out, And not any regulation made
Jjust prior to retirement? .

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 31st May, 1918. 2, 28 years and 2§ days.
3, One sergeant was retired in June, 1918,
‘who had had 39 years and 3 months service.
4, Ves. 5, Angwered by No. 4. 6, The mat-
ter is controlled by the Police Benefit Fund
Board, on which the contributers are repre-
sented. i :

Hon. W. C, Angwin: It is not fair, though,

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—SPEUIAL CONSTABLES,
- KALGOORLIE.

Houn. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How wmany special constables have
heen sworn in at Kalgoorlie since the 6th
ingt.¥ 2, What wages, if any, are being paid
these special constables?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 680. 2, None up to the present,

QUESTION—HOSPITAL FOR THE IN-

SANE, EX-ATTENDANT EDWARDS,
Mr. DUFEF (without notice) asked the

Chairman of the seleset committee on the
Hospital for the Tnsane: Will he allow me
te see the japers in councetion with the ex-
attendant [Ldwards?

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN replied: T have not
any papers.

QUESTION---PASTORAT, LEASES,
RETURN,

My, WITLCOURK  (without notice) asked
the Premier: When will the return relating
to pasteral leases in the Murchison lisiriet,
orderell by the THouse three wecks pge, be
available? '

The PREMTER rveplied: T think T told
the House that the preparation of the return
wenld take n eonsiderable time. So far as
the information is available, T shall endea-
vonr to have it placed before the Honse in
a day or two,

MINTSTERTAL STATEMENT—
FINANCIAT: RELATION WITH COM-
MONWEALTH.

The PREMIER (Hon. .7, Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.35]: With the permission of mem.
bers, I desire to make a statement to the
House regarding the recent confercnce of
Premiers suminoned hy the Prime Minister
to consider certain proposed amendments to
the Commeonwealth Constitution. The confer-
ence was held in Melbourne on the 26th and
20th of September, This State was repre-
sented by the Minister for Fdueation (Mr,
Colebateh). The Prime Minister submitted
proposals for the amendment of the Com-
monwealth Constitution on the lines of the
1915 referenda proposals, and invited the
support of the different State Governments,
The vepresentatives of the States, after con-
ference apart from the Prime Minister, in-
timated that they were mnot prepared to
pledge their respeetive Governments, that
they considered the proposed amendments to
be in excess of what the 1Pederal Parliament
required to enable it to deal with the prob-
lemas of high prices and industrial unrest, and
that they desired time to consult their Gov-
ernments with a view to submitting alterna-
tive proposals, The Trime Minister wasg un-
able to grant this request but, out of defer-
ence to the wishes of the representatives of
the States, mads certain modifications in his
proposals, the most important of which was



